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affirmative vote being cast mainly by Republicans;
and in general the strongest support for the law
now came from the Republican side. Early in
June, 1887, an estimate was made that nine
thousand civil offices outside the scope of the civil
service rules were still held by Republicans. The
Republican party press gloated over the situa-
tion and was fond of dwelling upon the way
in which old-line Democrats were being snubbed
while the Mugwumps were favored. At the same
time civil service reformers found much to con-
demn in the character of Cleveland's appoint-
ments. A special committee of the National
Civil Service Reform League, on March 30, 1887,
published a report in which they asserted that,
" tried by the standard of absolute fidelity to the
reform as it is understood by this League, it is not
to be denied that this Administration has left much
to be desired." At a subsequent session of the
League, its President, George William Curtis, pro-
claimed that the League did not regard the Admin-
istration as "in any strict sense of the words a
civil service reform administration." Thus while
President Cleveland was alienating his regular
party support he was not getting in return any de-
pendable support from the reformers. He seemed